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Fix The City 
October 28, 2023 

 

To Whom it May Concern, 

 
Please accept this letter as Fix The City’s comments concerning the use of Cotner for emergency 

shelter as proposed by Councilmember Yaroslavsky in Council File 23-1206. 

Fix The City is in full support of the use of Cotner for an emergency shelter.  Our initial review of the 

site concluded that approximately 125 homeless individuals could be rapidly provided with emergency 

shelter and supportive services – all without impacting local residents and businesses.   The street can 

be closed temporarily through a B permit that can be renewed every six months.  Please have DOT 

review the necessary steps to make this project a reality.   

Given the efficiency of the Los Angeles Recreation & Parks (LARP) in the deployment of 550 trailers for 

the homeless during Covid-19, we suggest that LARP be consulted on how they were able to roll out 

emergency shelter in mere weeks.  It might also be useful to check on the condition and location of 

those trailers purchased by the City during the Covid emergency. 

We further suggest that the City explore as “Phase 2,” the relocation of the Nebraska Yard and Los 

Angeles Sewer Maintenance Yard, both of which are on Cotner, for permanent supportive housing.  

These City functions could be moved to the vacant CalTrans area under the 405 at Pico. 

These properties alone could provide much-needed permanent supportive housing for hundreds of the 

unhoused. 

The Cotner Location  

An overview showing where the Cotner emergency shelter project would be placed is shown below. 

The proposed project would be located on Cotner Avenue, specifically between the areas of 1924 

Cotner Avenue and Nebraska Avenue, and is bounded on its western and eastern sides by City property 

alone.  There are no residential uses near the proposed site. 

 

https://fixthecity.org/
https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=23-1206
https://fixthecity.org/?page_id=993
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Current State 

This section of Cotner is already heavily 

used by the homeless in cars, trucks, RVs, 

trailers, and tents.  Various support 

groups already provide basic services to 

the homeless individuals residing in this 

section of Cotner.  As of 9/26/23, 

approximately 20 RVs, 10 cars, and 20 

tents were present on Cotner.   LAHSA 

favors locating shelters in proximity to 

encampments.  Cotner is thus exactly 

where a shelter should be located. 

Overview 

The proposed project would consist of 113 13-foot trailers designated for single occupancy, and six 18-

foot trailers designated for dual occupancy, totaling 119 trailers.  When fully occupied, 125 unhoused 

people will have shelter.  Each trailer has its own bathroom and kitchenette.  If 15-foot trailers are 

used instead of 13-foot trailers, the total number of trailers would be reduced to 108.  The required 

“Safe Parking” lot would be located on a city-owned parking lot and would accommodate 10-15 

overnight vehicles.   

The project would include 150’ of 10-foot wide service trailers for the provision of services such as 

meals, laundry, and counseling.  Also included in the design are dog runs for both small and large dogs. 

As can be seen below, the proposed project would have an overnight Safe Parking area so that the 

spaces can be used by city staff during normal business hours.  Appropriate supportive amenities for 

safe-parkers may be provided at the eastern boundary of the safe parking area. 

 

Business and Residential Impacts 

The Cotner Community is located on a portion of a city street that fronts exclusively city facilities.  The 

nearest residential use is 350 feet away – on the other side of the 405 Freeway. Light industrial uses on 

Cotner further to the south already contend with substantial and unsupervised homelessness.  The 

Safe Parking area is a city-owned parking lot used exclusively by City staff. 



Cotner/Support for 23-1206 Rev. 10/28/2023 3:33 PM Page 3 

Transportation Impacts 

Cotner is currently used by a relatively small number of drivers to gain access to the 405 as well as 

access to eastbound and westbound Santa Monica Blvd.  This access will remain, as drivers can utilize 

Pontius and Nebraska to access Cotner north of Nebraska.   

 

A brief PowerPoint presentation follows. 
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