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Hydee Feldstein Soto, City Attorney (SBN 106866X)
Valerie L. Flores, Chief Deputy City Attorney (SBN 138572)
John W. Heath, Sr. Asst. City Attorney (SBN 194215)
Robert M. Mahlowitz, Deputy City Attorney (SBN 160125)
Los Angeles City Attorney’s Office
200 North Main Street, 701 City Hall East
Los Angeles, California 90012
Tel: 213.978.8205
Fax: 213.978.8090
E-Mail: robert.mahlowitz@lacity.org

Attorneys for Respondent, City of Los Angeles

No Fee ~ Gov’t Code § 6103

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES – CENTRAL DISTRICT

Fix the City, Inc., a California Nonprofit 
Corporation,

Petitioner,

vs.

City of Los Angeles, a Municipal 
Corporation; The City of Los Angeles 
City Council; and Does 1 through 10, 
inclusive,

Respondent.

Case No.: 23STCP04410

Honorable James C. Chalfant 
Department 85

Declaration of Charles Wee, LifeArk 
CEO

Date: November 14, 2024
Dept. 85
9:30 a.m.

Respondents City and City Council of Los Angeles (“City”) submit the following 

Declaration of Charles Wee and attachments thereto in support of the City’s trial brief.

Dated:  October 7, 2024 Hydee Feldstein Soto, City Attorney
Valerie Flores, Chief Dep. City Attorney
John W. Heath, Sr. Asst. City Attorney

By: ______________________________________
Robert M. Mahlowitz, Deputy City Attorney

Attorney for Respondent, CITY OF LOS ANGELES

_______________________________________________________________________________________
rttttttttttttt M. Mahlowitz, Deppppppppuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC
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DECLARATION OF 

I, Charles Wee, declare as follows: 

1. I am the Chief Executive Officer for LifeArk, SPC. I submit this declaration in

support of the City of Los Angeles’ trial brief filed in the case of Fix the City. v. City of Los 

Angeles, Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 23STCP04410. (“Fix the City Action”.) The 

facts stated herein are personally known to me, and if called as a witness I would competently 

testify to them.

2. My Role at LifeArk. I am the Chief Executive Officer for LifeArk. I was one of

the people who formed LifeArk in 2017. I hold a bachelor’s degree and masters in architecture 

from UCLA and have 35 years of experience working in the field of architecture and urban 

planning. I have worked to pioneer the design and development of innovative, environmentally 

friendly, cost-effective, highly configurable, and liveable systems that can be implemented 

quickly to shelter people experiencing homelessness. To further this work I formed LifeArk in 

2017 to implement this type of unique system. I am the inventor of the LifeArk proprietary and 

patented system of modular dwelling and operational units. LifeArk’s projects utilize U.S. and 

international patents, which I hold, detailed below in paragraph 4. This includes LifeArk’s 

work to create the City of Los Angeles low barrier navigation center/tiny home village located 

on City of Los Angeles parking Lot 707 at the intersections of Pico Blvd and Midvale Avenue 

in Los Angeles. (“Midvale Project”). I am directly involved in all aspects of LifeArk’s work 

including working with the people we contract with to design and fabricate our projects. This 

includes LifeArk’s work on the Midvale Project for which I participated in all stages and 

aspects of contracting, design, and fabrication.

3. Professional Background. In addition to my work with LifeArk, I currently

serve as president of GDS Architects. My professional experience includes large-scale mixed-

use developments, hotels, high-rise residential and office buildings, and transportation projects 

throughout the United States, Asia, and other parts of the world. Previously, I worked for the 

internationally recognized architecture and design firm DMJM Design, a part of AECOM. My

projects through GDS include some of the largest and tallest highrise residential projects in 
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Korea, including the Posco Central Star Mixed Use Project, AID Sea Colony, and the recently 

completed Posco Centum Star Towers. 

4. Patents. Attached at Exhibit A are true and correct copies of the first page of the

following seven U.S. Patents I hold and own: 10,464,636 B2; 10,883,264 Bl; 11,396,350 B2; 

D853,584 S; D853,585 S; D868,292 S; and D1,015,571 S. LifeArk utilized all of these U.S. 

Patents in the design and fabrication of the Midvale Project dwelling and program units for the 

City of Los Angeles. Exhibit also includes is a true and correct copy of the Patents page of 

the LifeArk website, which identifies additional U.S. patents and patents from six other nations 

which LifeArk will utilize for other projects. This webpage can be found at 

https://lifeark.net/patents. 

5. LifeArk’s Modular System is Unique. Relying on my U.S. patents, LifeArk has

designed a unique system of modular units that can be used as dwelling units and as program

operational space and which were used to create the Midvale Project. To date, all of LifeArk’s 

projects have been in California. Each of our projects requires specific designs for dwelling 

and program units to meet site and program requirements. Our modular units, including those 

already fabricated for the Midvale Project, are not off-the-shelf products waiting for a buyer. 

LifeArk provides a one-of-a-kind modular housing product using my patented design of a

molded composite plastic structure. LifeArk obtains full certification from the International 

Association of Plumbing & Mechanical Officials (“IAPMO”) and California Department of

Housing and Community Development (“HCD”) with full fire and life safety components 

built-in for all of its modules when fabricated which allows these modular units to be placed 

next to each other without the need for separation, depending on the site design and local 

codes, necessary for other shelter solutions, allowing more people to be sheltered at each 

project location compared to other existing options. LifeArk imports from Malaysia the resin 

used in its modular units that are compounded using up to 30 percent post consumer recycled 

material. That resin is sent to LifeArk’s rotational molding contractor in Madera, California, 

which employs a sophisticated technical plastics technology to fabricate each modular unit that 

LifeArk uniquely designs for each project. Once fabricated, the components of each modular 
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unit are shipped to LifeArk’s factory in Covina, California, where LifeArk assembles them into 

the specific modular units LifeArk has designed. LifeArk obtains certification of the units from 

HCD for full fire and life safety compliance. LifeArk then works with contractors and oversees 

the installation of the modular units at a project site in a manner that also relies on my U.S. 

patents.  Altogether, that is LifeArk’s unique patented service and product. (“Patented LifeArk 

System.”) 

6. The Midvale Contract. Attached in Exhibit B is an accurate copy of the Annual 

Requirements Contract issued by the City of Los Angeles, pursuant to which the City 

contracted with LifeArk to purchase prefabricated, modular factory-built housing and program 

components, including design and fabrication, for the Midvale Project. The total stated 

purchase price is $2,532,191.23. The contract called for the City to pay LifeArk 50 percent 

upfront, and the City has already paid LifeArk $1,266,095.63, with the remaining 50 percent 

due when LifeArk is allowed to install the Midvale Project units. The units are all finished and 

certified by HCD; installation was scheduled for the first week of October but has been 

delayed by an injunction stopping project construction work on September 4, 2024 which was 

lifted on September 25, 2024. Because LifeArk is a relatively new and small company and has 

already covered the costs of design, regulatory approval, and full fabrication of the Midvale 

Project components, this delay is presenting a significant financial burden for LifeArk. 

7. Midvale Project Design and Fabrication. The Midvale Project presented 

significant unique design challenges. For this project, LifeArk retained the services of 

structural, mechanical, electrical, plumbing, and fire sprinkler engineers, as well as a certified 

access specialist (CASP) consultant and third-party HCD design and quality assurance 

consultants, all necessary to uniquely design and fabricate the project’s modular dwelling and 

program units. Lot 707, where the Midvale Project is located, is spread across two parcels with 

an alley separating them. This meant that the design had to create a single project that works 

across two lots that do not connect. The City required the surface of Lot 707 to remain 

undisturbed to the greatest extent possible so it can return to parking uses when the need for 

the transitional shelter ends. Additionally, storm drains under Lot 707 are near the surface, 
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making underground trenching at the site difficult or impossible. Fortunately, the LifeArk 

Patented System’s modular units are raised 22 inches above the ground creating a crawl space 

above the grade, allowing horizontal utility runs for such things as pipes connecting to a single 

sewer connection and electrical systems, allowing for minimum disturbance to the surface of 

Lot 707. This is a unique feature the LifeArk Patented System provides. Additionally, the 

LifeArk Patented System allows for full IAPMO and HCD certification with fire and life safety 

components built into each modular unit, which allows the units to be placed next to each other 

without the need for separation necessary for other shelter solutions currently used to create 

low-barrier navigation centers to shelter homeless people in Southern California. This allows 

the Midvale Project created by LifeArk to house more people at one time compared to what 

would be possible with any other system. The modular dwelling units will each have an en 

suite bathroom and shower and be air conditioned and heated.

8. Midvale Project Contract Completion. LifeArk has completed all factory 

assembly work needed for the Midvale Project. All of the modular units have been fully 

constructed and are ready for installation. The Midvale Project dwelling and program units 

were uniquely designed to fit into a configuration on Lot 707 for the purposes requested by the 

City. They have no utility for any other purpose and cannot be used elsewhere. Installation 

work represents the only remaining contract work.

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the state of California that the 

foregoing is true and correct. Executed this 1st day of October 2024, at Los Angeles, 

California.

Charles WeeCh l W
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STRUCTURAL PLASTIC BUILDING 
ASSEMBLY SYSTEM FOR LAND AND 
WATER 

(71) Applicant: Charles I. Wee, Glendale, CA (US) 

(72) Inventor: Charles I. Wee, Glendale, CA (US) 

( *) Notice: Subject to any disclaimer, the term of this 
patent is extended or adjusted under 35 
U.S.c. 154(b) by 0 days. 

(21) Appl. No.: 16/550,123 

(22) 
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(56) 
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oPS]PUTUVZ

pPVYe�WŶTZq�̀̀
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PROOF OF SERVICE  

 I, the undersigned, say: I am over the age of 18 years and not a party to the within 
action or proceeding. My business address is 200 North Main Street, 701 City Hall East, Los 
Angeles, California 90012. 
 
On October 7, 2024, I served the foregoing documents described as: Declaration of Charles 
Wee, LifeArk CEO on all interested parties in this action as follows: 
 

 
 

SEE ATTACHED SERVICE LIST 
 
 
 

[   ] BY MAIL – I placed a copy thereof enclosed in a sealed envelope addressed to each 
addressee stated above. I deposited such envelope for collection, processing and 
mailing by United States mail by my office in the ordinary course of business. I am 
readily familiar with the business practice of my office for collection, processing, and 
mailing of correspondence by the United States mail. Under that practice, it is 
collected and deposited with first class postage thereon fully prepaid with the United 
States Postal Service on that same day, at Los Angeles, California. I am aware that on 
motion of the party served, service is presumed invalid if postage cancellation date or 
postage meter date is more than one (1) day after the date of deposit for mailing in 
affidavit; and/or 

 
[X] BY ELECTRONIC MAIL – I electronically transmitted the document listed above to 

the email address stated above which has been confirmed for each addressee stated 
above. My electronic service address is leilany.roman@lacity.org. 

 
I declare that I am employed in the office of a member of the bar of this court at whose 

direction the service was made. I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State 
of California that the foregoing is true and correct. Executed on October 7, 2024, at Los 
Angeles, California. 

 
 

                                                                      _______________________________ 
         Leilany Roman 

mailto:leilany.roman@lacity.org


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

SERVICE LIST 

Robert P. Silverstein 
Esther Kornfeld 
Gabby Piceno 
James Link 
THE SILVERSTEIN LAW FIRM, APC 
215 North Marengo Avenue, 3rd Floor 
Pasadena, CA 91101-1504 
Tel: (626) 449-4200 
Fax: (626) 449-4205 
Robert@RobertSilversteinLaw.com, 
Esther@RobertSilversteinLaw.com 
Gabby@RobertSilversteinLaw.com 
James.S.Link@att.net 

FIX THE CITY, INC.  
Case Number: 23STCP04410 
Attorneys for Petitioners 

mailto:Robert@RobertSilversteinLaw.com
mailto:Esther@RobertSilversteinLaw.com
mailto:Gabby@RobertSilversteinLaw.com
mailto:Geoff@axslawgroup.com
mailto:kkropp@lunaglushon.com
mailto:amatevosyan@lunaglushon.com
mailto:Elisa@rpnllp.com
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